
December 2, 2016

Via ECFS

Marlene Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WC Docket No. 11-42
Forbearance Notification for Birch Communications of Kentucky, LLC

Dear Secretary Dortch:

Birch Communications of Kentucky, LLC (“Birch”) respectfully submits this
Forbearance Notification pursuant to the Lifeline Modernization Order issued by the Federal
Communications Commission (“Commission”) on April 27, 20161 and in accordance with the
guidance contained in the Commission’s Forbearance Notification Public Notice issued on
November 22, 2016.2

In the Lifeline Modernization Order, the Commission designated broadband Internet
access service (“BIAS”) as a Lifeline-supported service, but also forbore from requiring certain
types of eligible telecommunications carriers (“ETCs”) to offer Lifeline-supported BIAS
services.3 Specifically, for ETCs that are high-cost recipients, the Commission forbore from
requiring those entities to offer Lifeline-supported BIAS in areas where they do not receive high-
cost support or do not commercially offer broadband services that meet the Lifeline minimum
service standards.4 The Commission determined that any high-cost recipient seeking to avail
itself of forbearance relief must notify the Commission of that decision by December 2, 2016.5

Birch provides service in Kentucky only. Birch was designated as an ETC by the
Kentucky Public Service Commission for both high-cost and Lifeline support. Birch does not
provide BIAS in any area of Kentucky and has no plans to provide Lifeline-supported BIAS in
any of the Census blocks where Birch currently offers voice service in Kentucky. Accordingly,

1 Lifeline and Link Up Reform and Modernization, et al., 31 FCC Rcd 3962 (2016) (“Lifeline Modernization
Order”).

2 WC Docket No. 11-42, Wireline Competition Bureau Provides Guidance Regarding Filing Procedures for
Eligible Telecommunications Carriers Seeking to Invoke Forbearance Granted by Lifeline Modernization Order,
Public Notice, DA 16-1316 (rel. Nov. 22, 2016) (“Forbearance Notification Public Notice”).

3 Lifeline Modernization Order ¶¶ 30-32.

4 Lifeline Modernization Order ¶¶ 311-12.

5 Lifeline Modernization Order ¶¶ 301, 313; Forbearance Notification Public Notice at 3.




